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Statement of Essex Selectman Vingent A, Pagileo, IIIM

T have spent a considerable amount of thme discuesing The Preserve development with individuals
and groups of individuals from Bssex. I'want to thank all of thege people for their gincere
concern and willingtiess to share their thoughts on thig issue, It was obvious to me that every ong
of them feel passionately about this subjact,

On December 1% 1 reluctantly supported a resolution that was presented to me that evening
regarding The Preserve. During the discussion, I articulated my intent to apply this resolution
only to the Bssex portion of this development, Additionally, [ expressed my concern for
infringing on both legifimate private properiy rights and the New England based tradition of local
land use boards determining the development of property within their borders. :

Subsaquent to December 1* meeting, 2 Notice of Infervention way signed, but not yet exocuted
and has likely been the subjeat of this December 20% spevial meeting. !am very much in favor of
the Town of Essex being kept informed on a “real time” basls regarding The Preserve

development, However, this Notice i an unacceptable expansion of my articulated intent of the
original resolution and will 7ot receive fy support, _

1t is always a good practice to diseuss alternatives and the present path rocommended by the First
Sclectrnan has not yet provided a complete discourse on this subject. Based on my limited,
expressed intent in support of the December 1% resolution, T would recommend the following
actions be undertaken:

property would represent the first act of a revived commitment to acquiring open spage
10t presently zoned cotumercially (I anxiousty await the results of the Economig
Development Commission study to address improving our commerciat tax base)

- specifically address and resolve the water quality concerns of the those Ragex
residents on Ingam Hill Road snd Bokum Road

- move the planned development of home siteg away from the border with Psgex
sufficient to create an additional “conservation lie® buffer of open space that would
abut our border

- relocate the waste tregtment facility firther from the Essex border

- prohibit all construction traffic from Bokum Road

This is not intended as an ail inslusive list, but itis intended to initiate action,

Irecognize that the Town of Old Saybrook land use boards have yet to deterraine what, if any,
development might take place. Also, there still may e an agreement reached fo purchase the
property, but that particular prospect appears distant. The need to articylate 5 slrategy beyond the
present course is critical.

Pursuit of this alternative requires & finanoial investment to be made and may Tequire us to take a
step back from futyre plans involving the town hall, elementary school and public works,

Development, both residential and comthercial is ocourring all around vs. The steps [ have
outlined above, would act as a first step in congerving and safeguarding the quality of life ang
charagter of our town.
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